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OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY

NORTHAMPTON
BOROUGH COUNCIL

SCRUTINY PANEL 3 — HOMELESSNESS
(PRE-DECISION SCRUTINY)

CORE QUESTIONS - EXPERT ADVISORS

The Scrutiny Panel is currently undertaking a review: Pre-Decision Scrutiny: To review how
the Borough Council and its partners prevent homelessness and respond to those without
homes in the borough

Key Lines of Enquiry

>

To gain an understanding of the work currently being undertaken by Northampton
Borough Council (NBC), partnerships, statutory and voluntary organisations to
address homelessness

To assess the extent of homelessness and rough sleeping in the borough assess
the initiatives currently in place to tackle homelessness

To examine the Council’'s Severe Weather Provision

To gain an understanding of the effect on the health, wellbeing and the safety of
homelessness people, including rough sleepers

To gain an understanding of the causes and barriers to support homelessness
Identify any specific groups that are not accessing services

The expected outcomes of this Scrutiny Review are:

To reduce homelessness in the borough of Northampton

An understanding of the local authority homelessness role and the services
provided in Northampton

A review of existing homelessness services in Northampton, in order to assess their
quality and effectiveness and identify any significant gaps in service



CORE QUESTIONS:
A series of key questions have been put together to inform the evidence base of the Scrutiny

Panel:

1.

10.

11.

12.

Please describe your understanding of the nature, causes and extent of
homelessness and rough sleeping, and the impact that homelessness has on the
health, wellbeing and safety of homeless people.

Please describe the services, assistance and support that are available to people
who are homeless, including rough sleepers.

Please provide details of the contribution that your organisation is making (through its
work and the initiatives in which it is involved) to tackle, prevent and reduce
homelessness and rough sleeping in the borough.

Please provide details of the action that your organisation is taking to improve the
health, wellbeing and safety of homeless people.

Please provide details of the local Homelessness Strategy and Rough Sleepers
Strategy and how their implementation is being monitored and assessed.

Please provide details of the arrangements that have been put in place to provide
rough sleepers with emergency shelter during severe weather.

Please provide us with any statistics and data you hold in relation to the number of
people / households that are homeless, and details of the methodology you have
used to count the number of people sleeping rough.

Are you aware of any specific groups that are not accessing local services and, if you
are, please can you provide details and describe the reasons why some homeless
people are difficult to engage and support?

Are there any significant gaps in service and do the services link together well
enough?

How can we increase awareness of the services, assistance and support available to
people who are homeless, including rough sleepers?

What action is being taken to ensure that all agencies and members of the public
know what to do if they know that someone is homeless or sleeping rough?

Do you have any other information you are able to provide in relation to
homelessness and rough sleeping?



